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Each year hundreds of thousands visit 
the tomb of Mohammed, the prophet 

of Islam. A Muslim once told a Christian, 
“When we Muslims go to Medina we can 
at least see a coffin. When you Christians 
go to Jerusalem, all you have is an empty 
grave.” And the Christian responded, 
“Yes, but that’s the whole point!”

The hope that is represented by that 
empty grave can be the hope for the 
Muslims as well. About 20 percent of 
the world’s population, over one billion 
people, is Islamic. And the numbers are 
growing. 

Muslims are a very devout, sincere, 
dedicated people. Their faith is built on 
the “Five Pillars of Islam,” which include 
prayer five times a day and a pilgrimage 
to Mecca at least once in their lifetime. 
But even if they do all of this religiously, 
there is no guarantee they will enter 
heaven. In Islam, judgment is based on 
the arbitrary will of Allah, which nobody 
can predict.

Muslims believe that Allah can nullify his 
old statements with new ones, and that 
he is not bound by his revelations. One 
Muslim scholar said, “God is absolutely 
free and unrestricted, even in the realm 

of truth. He is free to abrogate the truth 
of earlier revelations by subsequently 
revealed truths. He is free to judge the 
same act as good in one circumstance, 
and evil in another according to the 
situation.”

That explains a lot! The very god they 
serve changes his mind! This is totally 
different from how we understand God. 
We understand God to be consistent. 
We understand the Bible to be a perfect 
source of revelation, absolute and 
inerrant. We follow a savior, Jesus Christ, 
who is “the same yesterday, today and 
forever.” And God Himself said, “For I am 
the Lord; I do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

For Muslims, the only exception to the 
arbitrary nature of Allah is that if they 
die in service to him, no matter whether 
they’re good or bad, they are instantly 
admitted to paradise. That explains some 
of the violent events in the world.
Yet, there are many stories of Muslims 
converting to Christ. In fact, 667 Muslims 
are converted to Christ every hour!

A rich Kuwaiti named Ibrahim was a 
very devout Muslim, but he had never 
experienced peace and had attempted 
suicide four times. On a trip he was 
suffering from insomnia, and a Gideon 

 By: Skip Heitzig
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Bible directed him to the verse that says 
“God gives his beloved sleep” (see Psalm 
127). He said, “If you’re the God of this 
book, give me sleep.” That night, he slept 
like a baby. When he gave his heart to 
Jesus Christ his family rejected him, but 
years later his father told him, “I know 

your God is real because for 10 years all 
our plans to harm you have failed.”

Mustafa from Yemen was a radical Muslim 
who as a teenager had developed a real 
hatred for Christians. He burned down a 
Christian church in his village and stole 
from Christians, all under the banner 
of “jihad.” “I was filled with hatred for 
Christians,” he said. “Christians have no 
rights.” Later, God got hold of his life, and 
now he serves Christ.

Daniel Shayesteh was part of the radical 
Islamic coup that took over Iran in 1979. 
He said, “When you read the Quran, it 
says that you must destroy other religions, 
Jews and Christians.” In a dream, he was 
in his father’s house, and heard the voice 5

of Jesus calling him to come out. As he 
did, his father’s house crumbled before 
his eyes. Soon after, he gave his life to 
Christ. He said, “I think the supernatural 
intervention of God was the cue to cause 
me to wake up.”

These stories prove that no one, under 
any circumstances, is beyond the reach 
of the gospel! We must view each person 
as a salvation possibility. There are no 
restrictions on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. No matter what, God can break 
through.

In your mind, are there “impossible 
cases”? If you ever say, “He’ll never come 
to Christ,” you presume too much, and 
you believe too little. Saul of Tarsus was 
an “impossible case,” but God worked an 
incredible conversion. There’s not anyone, 
anywhere, in any circumstance, who is 
beyond the reach of God. Every person 
is a spiritual opportunity that may be 
disguised as an impossibility.

God can work supernaturally, but He loves 
to use us. Even as He called Ananias 
to minister to Paul, God can use us. So 
take down the banners of “impossible” 
and “unreachable.” What opportunities lie 
ahead of us! FQ

If you ever say, “He’ll 
never come to Christ,” 
you presume too much, 
and you believe too little.

the crescent moon
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b y : A m a n d a M a y e r

Nineteen Al-Qaeda terrorists take control of four 
commercial passenger jet airliners. Between 8:46 
and 10:03 a.m., New York City is shaken by the 
fall of the Twin Towers, the Pentagon receives a 
shocking blow to its west side, and Shanksville, 
PA becomes the crash site of a foiled attack, 
presumably on the U.S. Capitol or the White 
House. Al-Qaeda has reared its ugly face, and 
the Muslim world becomes the target of blame 
and social intolerance.

Prior to these attacks the Christian community 
paid little attention to Islam, mentioning it 
sparsely in sermons on cults and lost causes. 
But with the pain of 9/11, did we go from ignoring 
to hating the lost? Just as misconceptions are 
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common with the Christian faith, so 
we all too often believe the “word on 
the street” about Islam. M88 covered 
this topic with an instructive interview 
between Yo Snyder, host of Raw Talk, 
and Ron Rhodes, author of “The 10 
Things You Need To Know About Islam.” 
So what do we need to know about this 
religion? And will this knowledge better 
our understanding so that we might 
effectively and boldly share the mystery 
of the Gospel as we are called (Eph. 
6:19-20)? 

The greatest points made during the 
interview can be taken and applied to 
all situations when sharing your faith. 
There is a vital need to strengthen your 
personal faith, to intelligently dialogue 
and be informed, and to have the right 
mindset of love and respect in your 
approach. As Ron and Yo covered the 
“10 Things,” including areas of unity and 
diversity among Muslims, their quest for 
salvation, the nature of Allah, and even 
what Muslims believe about the Bible, 
heaven, and hell, we were given a lot to 
think about. In the end, an acceptance of 
Islam or an arrogant verbal war against a 

...with 
the pain 
of 9/11, 
did we 

go from 
ignoring 

to hating 
the lost? 
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...you can approach the 

lost with intelligence, 

love, and humility.
Muslim will not accurately mirror Jesus’ 
love. Visit the Raw Talk archives on 
M88.org to listen to “10 Things You 
Should Know About Islam,” and learn 
how you can break down the false 
perceptions of Christianity and Islam, 
and how you can approach the lost with 
intelligence, love, and humility. FQ
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The Red Airplanes 
formed in 2004, 
in and around 
Houston, Texas. 
The band put out 

��������	��
��
����������
������	�������������
���
the latest album was released last year. (The 
�
����
	��
���	�������������������
�������	�
to any of their albums.) They’ve been touring 
throughout Texas and the surrounding area.

���������������	�
a Birmingham-
based quintet 
that after six 
years of constant 

performing recently 
released a 6-track 
self-titled EP. In addition to touring, I Am 
���������
�	���
	��
��������	���������	���	�
“Heaven Knocking, Hell Rising” and “Falling on 
Everlasting.”

House of Heroes 
hails from 
Columbus, Ohio 
and has four 
albums out, the 

latest being The End 
is not The End which 
features their hit song In the Valley of the Dying 
Sun. They are currently touring through several 
summer festivals, including Freedom Fest at 
Cliff’s Amusement Park, and recently released 
a new EP that pays tribute to the Beatles. The 
new EP features three cover songs including 
Can’t Buy Me Love, It Won’t Be Long, and Ob-
La-Di, Ob-La-Da.

Thousand Foot 
Krutch has been 
working on two 
projects. The 
��	���	���������!�

record Welcome To 
The Masquerade, and 
the second a compilation of their albums; 
Phenomenon, The Art Of Breaking and 
The Flame In All Of Us, called Déjà vu: The 
Thousand Foot Krutch Anthology. Both albums 
release on September 8th.
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Red returned this 
year to surpass the 
records set by their 
previous album End 
Of Silence with their 

new album Innocence & 
Instinct. Their new album 
was inspired by Dante’s Inferno and a serious 
2007 tour accident that resulted in their van 
crashing through a guardrail and sliding 

���		���������!
�������	�	���"���#	�������	��
album to debut at number one on Christian 
rock charts.

Flynn Adam is one 
of the founding 
members of L.A. 
Symphony, and is 
also a successful 

producer and solo artist 
who’s released three 
albums, Louder, Burnout, and In Like Flynn. In 
a move that’s unheard-of in music, Flynn Adam 
��
�	����$����
�������
�
	�%�!������!��
	���
coming, releasing three separate digital singles 
this year that will be bundled into in an EP.

Formed in 2003, 
And Then There 
Were None started 

	�������	��������	�
who shared a love 

for writing and recording 
music. They signed to 
Tooth & Nail records, added new members 
and changed their sound from metal to punk. 
Their debut full length album is Who Speaks 
For Planet Earth.

Pillar announced 
they have a new 
album called 
Confessions 
releasing on 

September 22nd, and 
according to them 
it is their “best one yet.” The band will be 
playing songs from the new release on the 
'*����		���	���
�+�!����/���%�����
���<�����
Motion.
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answering-islam.org: This 
site contains a wealth of 
information on Islam from a 
Christian perspective. Many 
articles are available in 
multiple languages.

carm.org: The Christian 
Apologetics and Research 
Ministry site is another 
wonderful resource for 
witnessing to people from 
many different cults and 
religions.

GO TO:

When many people, including Christians, think of Islam, we think of 
terrorism. This is unfortunate since the vast majority of Muslims are well 
intentioned people who are earnestly seeking God. 
However, without Christ, they are bound for Hell. 
Islam believes that Jesus Christ was just a great 
prophet. They do not acknowledge Him as God the 
Son. That is why, as Christians, when we think of 
�	�
�� !�� 	��
��� 	��� 
� ��		���� ����� ��� ��	�� 	�
�	�
who desperately need to hear the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ before it’s too late. 

We are very fortunate as Christians to have a vast 
resource for Bible study and Christian apologetics 
on the internet.  Following are a few of my favorite web sites. 
 

Many more apologetics web sites can be found by using a search engine such 
as google.com and searching terms such as “Christian Apologetics Islam.” When 
���������	�
���	����
	����
�	�
��������������
��
	�����	
�����
������	���	���
�
��������
���	�����������
����
�����"

gotquestions.org: This site 
has an easy-to-use search 
���������
��������
������������
answers to almost any question 
about the Bible. It provides the 
answers to many of these ques-
tions in 104 languages, includ-
ing languages spoken in Islamic 
countries such as Arabic and 
Turkish.

blueletterbible.org: This web 
site has a vast amount of Bible 
study and apologetic resources.

We are very 
fortunate 

as Christians 
to have a vast 
resource for 
Bible study 
and Christian 
apologetics on 
the internet.

Using the Internet as a Resource 
when Witnessing for Christ

by Phil Hempfner
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Running to Win 12 midnight ���������������	�
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Crossthoughts 12:45 am ���������������	�������
����������


In the Word 1:00 am ���������������	���������


Jay Sekulow Live 2:30 am ���������������	���������

A New Beginning 3:00 am ���������������	������!"����

The Word for Today 3:30 am �������#��$%&'�	�"������(��"���
����

The Connection 4:00 am ������)��������	�������"������������

A Sure Foundation 4:30 am ������#��������	�������
�������

As We Gather 5:00 am 1-808-524-0844  
������
���*���(�����������


Searchlight 5:30 am ���������������	�!���������"���������

Running to Win 6:00 am ���������������	�
���
����������

Renewal Radio 6:15 am ������&+,+$./�	�����������������

The Active Word 6:30 am ���##�����$%&'�	���"�����������

Focus on the Family 7:00 am ������.�3.67/9�	�(���!��"��(�
��
���


The Word for Today 7:30 am �������#��$%&'�	�"������(��"���
����

The Connection 8:00 am ������)��������	�������"������������

A New Beginning 8:30 am ���������������	������!"����

Grace to You 9:00am ���������:&.;+�	��"
����

Fragments of Truth 9:30 am <6����
=�$����!��
=�3����
>

Somebody Loves You 10:00am ����������)����	�������
�!����

Crossthoughts 10:45 am ���������������	�������
����������


Turning Point 11:00 am ���������������	����������
�������

A Sure Foundation 11:30 am ������#��������	�������
�������

In the Word 12:00 noon ���������������	���������


Running to Win 12:15 pm ���������������	�
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Modern Worship Music 12 midnight

The Messianic Hour 5:00 am 1-770-939-1012 ����HH�!��""���


Adventures in Odyssey 6:00 am 1-800-AFAMILY ��(���!��"��(�
��
���


Modern Worship Music 6:30 am

Purity Products 8:00 am

No Other Doctrine 9:00 am 1-505-338-5790 �����"������"��������

Dr. R. Downs 10:00 am 1-505-881-3150 �������!���


CCM Radio Magazine 12:00 noon 1-615-312-4246 ����

���Q������


Purity Products 1:30 pm

The Christian Car Guy 2:00 pm ����!"��������
���


Modern Worship Music 3:00 pm

Purity Products 6:00 pm

Calvary Saturday Night Service 7:00 pm 1-505-344-0880 ��������
�HS����

Modern Worship Music 9:00 pm
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SATURDAY

SUNDAY
Modern Worship Music 12 midnight

The Pat Boone Show 3:00 am

Truth Talk Live 4:00 am 1-866-34-TRUTH

Truth for Life 5:30 am 1-888-58-TRUTH ��"��"�(����(�����

Moody Church Hour 6:00 am 1-800-215-5001 ��
���
����������

The Jesus Style 7:00 am 1-888-321-0077 ��!�����"����

The Word for Today 7:30 am 1-800-272-WORD ��"������(��"���
����

The Active Word 8:00 am 1-866-222-9673 ����"�����������

Crossthoughts 8:30 am 1-305-233-5433 ��������
����������


Words to Live By 9:00 am 1-616-974-2210 ���H�����

Thru the Bible 9:30 am 1-800-65-BIBLE 

Calvary Sunday Morning Service 11:30 am 1-505-833-0880 ��������
�HS����

Keeping it Real 12:30 pm 1-505-833-5441 ��������
!��"���!"���


Gospel for Asia 1:00 pm 1-800-946-2742 ���(�����

Modern Worship Music 1:30 pm

Adventures in Odyssey 6:00 pm 1-800-AFAMILY ��(���!��"��(�
��
���


The Hour of Decision 6:30 pm 1-877-2GRAHAM ��H���
�����
����

Grace to You Weekend 7:00 pm 1-800-55-Grace ���"
����

Insight for Living Weekend 7:30 pm 1-800-772-8888 ����!���"����

Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa
Sunday Night Live 8:15 pm 1-800-272-WORD ��"������(��"���
����

Weekend Magazine 10:00 pm 1-800-AFAMILY ��(���!��"��(�
��
���


Essential Christianity 11:00 pm 1-612-338-0500 �����"��
��"�����


Jay Sekulow Weekend 11:30 pm 1-800-684-3110 ����������
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P R O F I L E

here was a time when no one 
would have suspected that one 

day Pancho Juarez would be the 
senior pastor of a thriving Christian 
ministry. After his dishonorable 
discharge from the Marine Corps 
and his service in the Vietnam War, 
Pancho returned to the US to, as 
he puts it, “make up for the years I 
��		��"+� ���	� ���
����� 
� ����� ������
with alcohol and drug abuse, a 
life that rapidly deteriorated as he 
struggled with emotional and mental 
issues as well as his addictions. The 
	������� ��
�� ���!� ��� 
�
���������
and rejection was when his girlfriend 
dumped him for another man, a man 
named Jesus Christ.

A year later, the same woman, his 
former girlfriend, invited Pancho to 
a rock concert in a place he never 
�=����������������
��$��������
	����
�
church called Calvary Chapel Costa 
Mesa. That night in 1975 proved to 
be the turning point in Pancho’s life 

as he was touched by all he heard and 
saw, and also gave his life to the man 
named Jesus. 

Pancho matured quickly in Christ, 
overcame his inability to read, married 
his girlfriend and eventually found 
himself studying under Pastor Raul 
Ries. In 1989, Pancho felt a calling to 
return to his high school hometown 
of Montebello, California, to begin a 
ministry of his own. The small home 
fellowship he started has blossomed 
into a thriving church community 
serving over 3000 adults and over 1000 
kids on a weekly basis. Pastor Pancho 
ministers to many more through his 
daily radio ministry called On The 
Level. No matter how cracked of a pot 
you may be, no matter how imperfect 
��� %
!���� >��� !
��	� ��� 
	�� ��
� ����
his glory in amazing ways that you’ve 
probably never even imagined. Pastor 
Pancho Juarez would surely tell you 
that’s exactly the way God likes to work.

Second Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have 
this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 
Pastor Pancho Juarez can certainly testify to 
the truth of that verse. One of the greatest ways 
God demonstrates His power is through His use 
��������	
����
�����	��	�����
����	
��	���	�����
which he is a prime example. 

by: Yo Snyder

ccmtb.com Calvary Chapel Montebello 15
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In April of 1979, the Ayatollah Khomeini stepped on the 
tarmac of the Tehran airport. He was returning from 

exile in Iran, and his arrival signaled the start of a modern 
Islamic revolution. No one could have predicted that this 
event would eventually ripple across the world and result 
in bombings, killings and violent Jihad. High hopes swept 
the Muslim world as Sharia law was enforced by the 
Iranian High Council.
History now records the cataclysmic changes that radical 
Islam delivered to the doorstep of the west from London 
to Madrid to New York.  A sort of global shock set in as 
the psychology became clear. How do you combat an 
enemy who considers his death to be a victory? What 
defense is there against such attacks?  Welcome to our 
world, the Israelis must have thought. Jewish victims 

Wake Up
THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION

Watch Out
 &
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of homicide bombers have been 
mounting since the Second Intifada, 
masterminded by Yassar Arafat in 
2000, the very same Arafat who 
in 1994 received the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 
There are many misconceptions and 
misunderstandings concerning the 
Muslim world and the Islamic faith.
Learning by experience is class 
room. 
Radical Islam will not recede. 
Just ask the inhabitants of 
Constantinople.  The West 
needs to be fully informed by the 
challenges of a 1.3-billion-member 
Muslim world. By far, the majority 
are moderate or at least less than 
radical. But 10% of a billion-plus 
people is a significant enemy.
Here are some resources that will 
bring you up to speed and give you 
a sober appraisal of the times in 
which we live:  

Inside the Revolution 
by Joel C. 
Rosenberg
In his second 
non-fiction work, 
Rosenberg distills 
the Muslim world 
into three groups: 
The Radicals, The 
Reformers and 
The Revivalists. The revival section 
is as thrilling as the radical section 
is chilling.  Well researched and 
written, if you want a current book on 
Islam, this would be a good one.

The Crisis of Islam: 
Holy War and Unholy Terror 
by Bernard Lewis
Bernard Lewis is a 
British-American 
historian, famous 
in academic circles 
for his writings 
on the Ottoman 
Empire. This 
perspective helps 
Lewis inform his writings with the hard 
facts that surrender is not in the DNA 
of Islamic thinking. Retreat and regroup 
to fight another day, yes, but the Muslim 
worldview demands they trust in an 
oriental ultimate version of eminent 
domain. Lewis nails this philosophy 
and the download is not especially 
encouraging. 

While Europe Slept 
by Bruce Bawer
Bawer discusses 
how radical Islam 
is destroying 
the West from 
within. In Great 
Britain, mosques 
are opening 
more rapidly 
than churches and that fact speaks 
volumes. In this secular book, Bawer 
reports on the failure of liberals to 
confront Islamic extremism in their 
own neighborhoods. The continent 
elite is intentionally turning a blind 
eye to what may amount to cultural 
suicide. It’s a wake-up call that is not 
being widely heard.
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Fleet Service 
-Every Vehicle Databased-

“We’ll Hook You Up”

“COMPLETE LINE OF AUTO REPAIRS”

Motorhomes/Coaches

DOT Inspections

848-8029

Sat: By Appt. Only

Memorize Isaiah 40:31 
and enter our 
monthly drawing for a 
chance to win a 
$100 meal gift certificate.

Service/Repair of Any & All
   

Tire Mounting 

Computer Diagnostics

Foreign & Domestic

Brake Service

Local/Out-of-Town Towing

Engine & Transmission Overhauls

Fuel Injection Service

Welding/Fabrication/Modifications

Air Conditioning

& Much Much More

“If you’re not asking for it,
you’re asking for it.”
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Call Bob’s. You’ll be glad you did...

“Very punctual, professional,
cleaned up, and excellent

workmanship.”

5816 Signal NE . Albuquerque. NM . 87113

505-823-2400 . www.bobspainting.com 

Anna M.

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
TILE AND STONE CLEANING & RESTORATION

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE
Products Used On Every Job!

Locally Owned & Operated

505-796-0505      xtremecleannm.com

19



20



21

Southern
Boulevard
Automotive

YOU NAME IT, 
WE DO IT.

COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
TUNE-UPS

TRANSMISSIONS
ELECTRICAL

BRAKES
4-WHEEL DRIVE

AIR CONDITIONING
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

]����;��"����
505-892-2300
2300 Southern Blvd.

Rio Rancho, NM 87124

FREE TOWING
DOMESTIC AUTO - FOREIGN AUTO - TRUCK REPAIR

*WITH REPAIRS - CALL FOR DETAILS

YOU NAME IT, WE DO IT.
Approved
Auto Repair
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Lunch Every day
11:00 am - 2:30pm

D i n n e r 
Sun.-Thurs.

5:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Fri. & Sat.
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

W E  C AT E R!

NEW LOCATION                       

5920 Holly Ave. NE
East of I-25 on

Paseo del Norte 
(Across from Target and Lowe’s)

821-9300




